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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on June 
19, 2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 - 9 and 19 - 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hohn et al. (EP 1 094 207). 

With respect to claim 1 , Hohn et al. teach a muffler assembly being installed 
between the engine and an engine exhaust discharge point, the muffler assembly 
having and exhaust entry pipe, a generally permanent outer housing (Fig.2, Item 50) 
and a removable and replaceable internal core assembly which is inserted into and 
removed from the permanent outer housing (Figs.2, 3 and 5), the muffler assembly and 
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the internal core assembly having guide and positioning elements to correctly position 
the internal core assembly within the outer housing, the removable and replaceable 
internal core assembly having an inlet entrance (Fig. 2, Item 20) which connects directly 
to the exhaust entry pipe of the muffler assembly and an outlet pipe (Fig.2, Item 60) 
which outlet pipe connects directly to the exhaust entry pipe such that the engine 
exhaust of the vehicle moves directly form the exhaust entry pipe into the replaceable 
internal core assembly and thence into the outlet pipe, the engine exhaust expanding in 
an expansion chamber (Fig.2, Item 70) within the internal core assembly and between 
the exhaust entry pipe and the outlet pipe (Figs.2 - 8; paragraphs [0013] - [0038]). 

With respect to claims 2-9, Hohn et al. teach the limitations described in the 
claims (Figs.2 - 8; paragraphs [0013] - [0038]). 

With respect to claim 19, Hohn et al. teach a cartridge for insertion into a muffler 
casing (Figs.2, 3 and 5), the cartridge containing at least one exhaust acoustical 
treatment element flj [0027]) and being sealed by a gas tight enclosure prior to 
installation in the muffler casing, the muffler casing having an engine exhaust inlet, the 
cartridge containing an entrance (Fig.2, Item 20) for the ingress of exhaust from an 
engine and an exitway (Fig.2, Item 60) for the egress of the exhaust following treatment 
of the exhaust within the cartridge, the entrance of the cartridge being operable to be 
connected directly to the engine exhaust inlet of the muffler casing and the exitway 
being connected directly to the entrance of the cartridge and allowing exit of the exhaust 
from the muffler casing (Figs.2 - 8; paragraphs [0013] - [0038]). 
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With respect to claims 20 - 24, Hohn et al. teach the limitations described in the 
claims (Figs.2 - 8; paragraphs [0013] - [0038]). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on June 19, 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. The Examiner considers that the patent to Hohn et al. teach the 
limitations described in the claims as discussed above. In response to applicant's 
argument that Hohn et al. is nonanalogous art, it has been held that a prior art reference 
must either be in the field of applicant's endeavor or, if not, then be reasonably pertinent 
to the particular problem with which the applicant was concerned, in order to be relied 
upon as a basis for rejection of the claimed invention. See In re Oetiker, 977 F.2d 1443, 
24 USPQ2d 1443 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, Hohn et al. is directed to a silencer that 
allows retrofitting of internal parts of the silencer, in this manner facilitating the repairing 
or replacement of any damaged internal component of the silencer without the need of 
replacing the whole silencing. The Examiner considers that the patent to Hohn et al. is 
directly related to the claimed subject matter. Furthermore, the patent to Hohn et al. 
comprises each an every element described in the claims. 

Contact Information 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edgardo San Martin whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2074. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM - 5:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lincoln Donovan can be reached on (571) 272-2800 ext.37. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 


/Edgardo San Martin/ 

Edgardo San Martin 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2837 
Class 181 
June 22, 2007 


